My love affair with the Holocene began almost 50 years ago. In those days it was called the 'Post glacial', or the 'Flandrian'. At the time, my Cambridge mentors were much beguiled by the Late glacial. For me though, the main excitement came from trying to reconstruct and better understand the peopled landscapes of the past. Despite many deflections from that concern, it has returned consistently, but in so doing, it has not simply been renewed, but rather reinvented. The passage of time has transformed the priorities for Holocene research in ways that could not have been imagined half a century ago. The idea that learning about past climate variability might inform our view of impending future changes would have seemed far-fetched, and the concept of multi-proxy climate reconstructions based on biological remains, quite out of the question.
